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"Troopers of the 7th Cavalry "

Greetings fellow troopers!  Just back from another fantastic reunion at Fort Hood.  We were graced by the attendance of so many veterans – veterans
of Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria.  The 7th Cavalry has been very busy and has been very successful.

And the 1st Cavalry Division, under the command of MG Paul Calvert, provided the royal treatment for all of us.  We were given VIP tours of the post
as well as visits to the 1st Cavalry Division Museum.  A newly renovated Division Headquarters building was officially dedicated and opened during
our stay there.  And, to top it all off, we were treated to the Spirit of the Cav, a magnificent demonstration of the history of the trooper and the impact
the trooper has made throughout the wars in which the United States has been involved.

Next year, the reunion will be held June 10-14, 2020, in Louisville, KY. Begin planning for it now, you will not want to miss out. 

One thing that was obvious to me at this year’s reunion was there is a changing of the guard.  Our 7th Cavalry is no longer just a bunch of old guys
whose war was now 50 years ago.  We saw folks young enough to be our sons, even young enough to be our grandsons, who also are proud troopers
of the 7th Cav.  The time has come for us to join together. Instead of cordoning off ourselves based on the war in which we fought, we need to come
together as brothers and sisters, all born of the 7th Cav with a rich history to share. 

I am a fortunate survivor of a bloody battle that took place on Saint Patrick’s Day, 17 Mar 69. It was the bloodiest conflict Echo Company, 1st Bn 7th
Cav was ever involved in; we were a 52-man company situated on Hill 54 east of Bien Hoa and lost eleven of our brothers. Another 15 were wounded
seriously enough to be medevac'd to hospitals. Echo Company kept the story alive until the 1/7 returned to the States and the unit was deactivated.
When the unit was reactivated in 1975 it became an armored squadron and eventually Echo Troop was reactivated. Echo Troop served honorably
during the Gulf Wars.

Imagine, if you will, the surprise two of my brother survivors of the Hill 54 battle when they were asked by two veterans of Echo Troop of Gulf War
lineage if they knew the story of the battle of Hill 54!  Over the 50 years since that battle the story had changed a bit – today's story had us fighting
hand to hand because we were out of ammo – but the history of the unit is indeed storied.  The point of all this rambling is that the 7th Cavalry is more
than just the platoon or company with which we served but instead includes all who ever saluted and proudly said “Garryowen!”  It is time for us to
come together. It is time for us to become one 7th Cavalry.

There was also business to be conducted at the reunion.  As you all know, John Guillory has been president of the 7th Cavalry Association for the
past three years.  At the end of the 7th Cavalry luncheon, John opened the business meeting.  He offers the following as a report of that meeting. ￼

Another enjoyable and successful 7th U.S. Cavalry Association luncheon is in the books. The luncheon began with a welcome to the attendees, the
pledge of allegiance and moment of silence to honor those former troopers who have gone on to Fiddler’s Green since the last reunion.  

Shortly after beginning lunch, LTC Richard Groen, Commander of the 1/7th, was introduced. The Commander provided a rousing set of videos and his
added comments focused on 7th Cavalry Pride. LTC Groen then presented cavalry spurs and Order of the Gold Spur Certificates to several former 7th
Cavalry troopers. Their beaming smiles could be seen clearly all the way across the dining room.

All the lovely ladies of the 7th Cavalry were thanked for all their past and continued support and then they received a well-deserved round of applause.

It was announced that my 3-year and final term as Association President would conclude at the end of this reunion. Attendees were also advised that
there would be nominations and an election for Association President later in the program.

The first actual order of business was to confirm the nominees for 3 honorary association positions: President Emeritus, Honorary Colonel and
Honorary Sergeant Major. These honorary positions were created to recognize those who have a history of supporting the 7th Cavalry association,
Veterans in general and the families of Veterans. Bob Anderson was nominated for President Emeritus, Albert Guarnieri for Honorary Colonel and
there was a nominee for Honorary Sergeant Major. The nominees for President Emeritus and Honorary Colonel were confirmed by a vote for their
Honorary Association positions. 

There was a procedural issue in the confirmation process for Honorary Sergeant Major, which was later corrected. Unfortunately, the nominee who
was confirmed for Honorary Sergeant Major has declined the position, leaving that position open until our next election in 2020.



Moving on, nominees were then requested for the election of a new Association President. There was again a procedural issue in the nomination and
election process for Association President, which was later corrected. However, due to the effect of this procedural issue, a new Association President
was not elected. By default, the current Association President’s term will continue until the election at the 2020 reunion.

So, to sum it all up, attendees at the 2020 7th Cavalry Luncheon in Louisville Kentucky will be asked to nominate and elect for 2-year terms:
Association Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary, plus the 3-year term Association President. Through the next year, please be considering
candidates to nominate for all the open positions. Keeping in mind, all nominees must be worthy and willing members of the 7th United States Cavalry
Association.

Also announced was the need to fill the Webmaster position for the 7th Cavalry’s website, which continues to be open. If there is no replacement for
Jim Savage, our current Webmaster, then the website may either become a static bulletin board or just go away. Any interested parties should contact
the website at ... us7thcavalry.com.

In closing, a thank you was expressed to all for attending and a thank you to the 1st Cavalry Division Association Director, Dara Wydler and her
talented, hard-working staff, for all they do to make this event a success.

Thank you, John, for all you have done, and all you will do for the 7th Cavalry Association!  It’s always a pleasure to speak with you and to hear your
stories and ideas for the association.  Your leadership will be difficult to replace.

WE ARE LOSING OUR WEBMASTER!  We desperately need a replacement for Jim Savage, who has been doing the job for us.  We’re looking for
someone with the following qualifications.

Knowledge in  programming languages:   SQL, HTML, CSS, PHP , Javascript and Perl.
Be able to create, and maintain Contact Form mail. Continuously test and update website.  Test across browsers, operating systems and devices.
Maintain, configure and troubleshoot servers.  Ensure site security by setting up firewalls and login pages.  Optimize loading speeds and capacity.
Debug pages and fix broken links or images. Update website content. Site performance (e.g traffic, conversions)

I know, I know, sounds like a foreign language to me, too.  But if you have these qualifications, please contact Jim Savage at
savage_james@hotmail.com, he can answer your questions far better than I can.

Once I returned home from the reunion, I found an email from Bob Anderson, whom I wrongly placed in Wisconsin instead of his true home state of
Michigan.  Bob had this to say:

I would like to offer my profound thanks to President Guillory for putting forth my name and subsequent approval as President Emeritus at the recently
concluded 7th Cavalry Association Luncheon in Killeen. For you newer members and those who couldn’t attend, my involvement in OUR Association
began in 1989 when I became a member. Subsequently, I served as President, Scribe for 17 years, Secretary / Treasurer and now as Treasurer.
Additionally, during Veteran’s Day activities in Washington, DC and as organized by former Vice-President Bob Arbasetti, he, Edie Meeks, Bob
Jeanette and I made several trips to Walter Reed visiting our First Team and other wounded. I am also the Secretary / Treasurer and am a founding
member of the James J. Mason Chapter of the 1st Cavalry Division Association. I also serve as the Commander of the Kent County Veterans Honor
Guard helping to send our Brothers and Sisters off to Fiddler’s Green. That personal commitment through June is now over 930 funerals. Finally, I am
the current United Veterans Council of Kent County “Veteran of the Year”! The point, I’m trying to make is that none of these honors would have ever
been possible had I not joined this marvelous association 30 years ago and was willing to become involved. That involvement at first was just
observing and assisting whenever possible those currently in leadership roles. Eventually they became comfortable with me (us) and the torch was
slowly passed. This association should never become one era over another! We have fought those feelings for years as I wrote multiple times as your
scribe! Our Lineage goes back to 1866 when the Regiment was formed, and we need to stand as one! Bob Litle; Art Junot and Dennis Webster have
mentored me and others along this 30-year journey and I thank them as well. These, I believe are many of the reasons my name was put forward and
YOU bestowed upon me this high honor, and I thank you! First Team and Garryowen – Bob Anderson!

￼We have a request for information regarding one of our brothers who was killed in action.  We received an email from Dave Gutierrez.  He asks:
Greetings, I am searching for any info on a PFC Gilbert Serrano (from San Jose California) who was KIA March 28 1968 while serving with Company
D 1st Battalion 7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Calvary Division. I am a writer looking to piece his story together. Also searching for any After Action
Reports from 1968. Hoping you can help.  If you have information about PFC Serrano, please contact Mr. Gutierrez via email at
writer@authordavegutierrez.com.

Another request for information from Jack Stermer.  Jack’s request (in his own words): .....I recently joined the 1st Cav Association and thought I'd ask
you a question related to my time in Vietnam. To that end, I served in the 3rd Brigade's S-5 section during 1969 and I'm trying to remember the name
of the Lt. Col or Col who would've served as the G-5 up at Division level during the 1st half of 1969. Anyway, do you have any suggestions where I
could find a roster that would include the general's staff? Thank you in advance from any suggestions.  GARRY OWEN!  Jack Stermer

And a third request for assistance, this time from Jim Ross.  He is looking for any information concerning another brother who was killed in action.  He
said:  I read your article in the Saber publication and am contacting you for help.  I am researching the death of Sp4 Jimmy Langford A Co, 2nd Bn, 7th
Cav, Ist Cav Division.  He was involved with Operation Pegasus near Khe Sanh in Thua Thien Province.  I am trying to find any surviving members of
A Company that may have served with him.  Also, I am looking for After Action Reports that could provide details of his death.  Any help will be greatly
appreciated.  Thank you, Jim Ross.  If you have any information, please call Jim at (903) 926-5441

So, that’s it for another Saber.  For those of you who sent stories, questions, and comments that have not been published, don’t worry because there
is another issue coming!  And for those of you who want to have your story published, please send it to me – my information is at the top of the
column.

One more point that I want to make. We truly need to come together as a team – the First Team – and enjoy one another’s company. The separation
of eras I saw at Fort Hood weighs very heavy on my mind. This is something that we must overcome. We all served, we all fought. We cannot believe
that one war was more important than another. We cannot believe that one era was more important than another. When we put on the uniform and
wore that big yellow patch – and yelled “Garryowen!” as a member of the 7th Cavalry – we became a part of a brotherhood and sisterhood that
stretches beyond the bounds of an era. Come on folks, let’s join together.
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