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"Troopers of the 7th Cavalry "

 Greetings to all 7th U.S. Cavalry Veterans and current Troopers!  As I write this missive, one half of the year 2020 has passed and we are celebrating
the 50th an- niversary of the 1st Cav’s incursion into Cambodia.  To those of you who served during that time, welcome home and well done!  The
operation was one made for the 1st Cavalry.  On 26 April 1970 MG E.B. Roberts, Division Commander, received  the  order  to  prepare  plans  for  a 
coordinated  attack  to  neutralize  the
 Central Ofce South Vietnam (COSVN) base area in the “Fishhook” of Cambo- dia.  He was also told that the 1st Cavalry should be prepared to
implement this
 operation within 72 hours of notifcation.  In the early hours of 01 May 1970,
 the day for symbolic parades of military might of communist countries, six se- rials of B-52’s dropped their heavy ordnance on hard targets within the
primary objective area.  The last bomb was dropped at 0545 hours.  Fifteen minutes later an intense artillery preparation began with the priority to the
objective areas of proposed landing zones in the 3rd Army, Republic of Vietnam Airborne Brigade.  D-day had arrived.
     During the afternoon of D-day, two companies of  2-7 Cavalry made a combat assault into Objective X-RAY in the northern portion of the 3rd
Brigade area of operation.  This movement had been tentatively planned by the assistant division commander  BG  Robert  Shoemaker  and  due  to 
the  relatively  light  resistance
 throughout the area, he ordered its execution as the fnal combat assault of D-day.
   By the end of the operation, the 1st Cavalry had deprived the enemy of over 305 vehicles in its Cambodian operations.  While a few of these were
primarily for passengers, such as a captured Porsche, Mercedes-Benz and jeeps, the vast majority were cargo carriers.  These trucks had a total
capacity of 442 tons.  Other materiel captured included
 1,282 individual weapons,
 202 crew-served weapons,
 319,000 rounds of .51-caliber/12.7-mm ammunition,
 25,200 rounds of 14.5-mm antiaircraft machinegun ammunition,
 1,559,000 rounds of AK-47 ammunition,
 2,110 grenades,
 58,000 pounds of plastic explosives,
 400,000 rounds of .30-caliber ammunition, 16,920 propelling charges for 120-
mm mortar,
 22 cases of anti-personnel mines,
 30 tons of rice 8 tons of corn,
 1,100 pounds of salt.

A Trooper Laid to Rest
   Norman  Ray  Childs  of Junction  City,  Kansas, passed  away  at  a  hospital in  Kansas 
      City,  Kansas  on May 29, 2020.  He was 79 years old but had been suf- fering from       
    congestive heart and  lung  failure  for  about three  months.   Norm  was born  on 
August  25,  1940, in Price, Utah.  Norm grew up and attended schools in Lehi, Utah,
graduating from Lehi High School in 1958.  Norm’s  great  love  during these years was
sports, and he played both football and baseball on the high school and community teams. 
His 
second  love  was  the  army,
 and he joined the Utah National Guard when he was 17 and a senior in high school. What
followed after a couple years of college was a 20-year career in the United States Army that
saw three separate tours in Viet Nam, where as a Green Beret and later a company
commander of D Co 27 Cavalry Regiment of the First Cavalry Division.  During his three
years in Vietnam, he was the recipient of the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars with “V” devices,
a Purple Heart, and other decorations.  Between these tours he attended OCS at Fort
Benning and was commissioned in June of 1966.  He served as military advisor to the 19th
Special Forces Group in Montana, the 1st Infantry Division in Kansas, and the 8th Infantry
Division in Germany.  He retired in November of 1982.In Vietnam, the 2nd of the 7th
published a monthly newsletter called The Liberator, which highlighted battalion person- nel.
 In October of 1969, Norm was one of those whose story was told.  It reads,
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 “CPT Norman Childs, of Delta Company, is into his third tour of Vietnam.  CPT Childs, from Cedar City, Utah, spent six months TDY with the Special
Forces in I Corps.  “The combat lessons one learns are basically the same everywhere” he says.  The experience in the feld is benefcial.  CPT Childs
explains, “I think I’m  better because of being over here.  One matures and learns to face responsibility. There is nothing like getting shot at to tighten
yourself up,” he says.
     Norm will be missed by all, and especially by the personnel he served with.  He was CO of Delta Company from July 1969 – January 1970.  We
will all meet up again at Fiddler’s Green.  Until then, rest in peace, Heavy Bones 6.

The U.S. Army’s New Marksman Rife Is One Tough Gun.
Last month Soldiers from the U.S. Army’s 3rd Infantry Division became the
 frst combat Soldiers to receive the new M110A1 Squad Designated Marksman Rife
(SDMR).  The semi-automatic 7.62x51mm weapon was felded to Soldiers
 in the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team at Fort Stewart, Georgia.  The SDMR is a
lightweight version of German-based Heckler & Koch’s G28/HK417 sniper rife, the
company was awarded a contract in 2016 to develop a special version with a bafe-less
OSS suppressor. It has a 16-inch long barrel and weighs 8.7  pounds with an empty
magazine, meeting the U.S. Army’s Compact Semi-Automatic Sniper System (CSASS)
program size and weight requirements.

   “This weapon is an upgrade to the whole squad layout, and you can even work it in
to combined arms warfare.” said SGT Patrick Nissen, a scout from the 5th Sqn, 7th
Cavalry Regiment, 1ABCT, 3ID. “I shoot long range, both in the Army and
recreationally, and I really like getting down behind this weapon, it is very  comfortable,
it is a great rife, and I really do enjoy it.”
   The Army adopted the M110AI as part of an efort to extend the reach of in- fantry units that are still largely equipped with short-barreled carbines, so
this  shouldn’t be seen as a true sniper rife, but rather a marksman weapon.  Accord-
ing to the Army, the SDMR is designed to fll the 300-600-meter capability gap between the standard issue rife and a sniper rife.
   The SDMR will give one in nine infantrymen the ability to not only penetrate existing body armor but also to engage point targets at ranges of up to
600 meters.  It will thus enable a squad o be more lethal at  longer ranges ahead of the  service’s felding of the new 6.8mm Next-Gen- eration Squad
Weapon (NGSW).   The  Army is currently in the fnal  phase  of  evaluating the three  options for the NGSW.  The H&K M110A1  will  replace the
Enhanced  Battle  Rife 14, a modernized M14 that has been used by  infantry  squads  in Afghanistan and Iraq.

1st Cav Leaders Win Best Cavalry Awards
MG  Jefery  Broadwater,  1st  Cavalry Division Commanding General, presented  the  Armor  and 
Cavalry Leadership Award to the commander  and frst sergeant of two units within  his  command, 
Friday,  at  the  Fallen Stallions Memorial.
   The  top  units  honored  during  the presentation include Troop B, 1st Sqn, 7th Cavalry Regiment;
and Company A, 2nd Bn, 8th Cav Regt.  The commander and frst sergeant from both units  accepted
the awards from Broadwater. Awardees  from  Blackhawk  Troop included  CPT  Steve  Bowman 
and  1SG Dean Pfrman.  Awardees from Animal Company included CPT William Cox and 1SG
Vicente Nicola.  Nicola said the award is something he has strived for his entire military career and is
not something he takes lightly, because very few people receive the honor.
   “It is something many cavalrymen strive to attain,” he said, adding that the award is less about
himself and more about his unit.  Concurring with Nicola, Bowman said as daunting a task as it is to
be a commander or frst sergeant, the  junior leaders and Soldiers make their jobs easy.  “It’s a good
moment for the Troops,” he said.  “They’re the reason we’re here, it was their success and there was
nothing we could have done without them.” Formerly known as the Draper Award, the award is
presented to the best of  the best among Armor and Cavalry units, with the frst sergeant and
commander receiving the coveted Goodrich Riding Trophy, named in honor of former MAJ  L.E.
Goodrich, in 1926.  The award is presented from the Ofce of the Chief of  Armor at Fort Benning,
Georgia.

  The original objective of the Goodrich Riding Trophy was to stimulate interest in cavalry training.  The award has evolved over time to encompass
what it means to be a well-rounded Armor or Cavalry unit. The minimum criteria for the award included Army Physical Fitness Test average, weapons
qualifcations average,  maintenance readiness rate, gunnery scores, safety incidents and notable events, but units can submit anything they feel
would showcase their overall strength and ability.
   “It really just captures everything that company or Troop is and allows them to compete against the entire Army in an armored formation.  It’s a
testament, not only to the larger organization, but to the company and Troop individually,” COL Steven Jackowski, commander of 2nd Bn, 8th Cav
Regt, said. “Even though  it’s the commander and frst sergeant that will receive an award, it’s the company
 and Troops that are being recognized for everything they’ve done.”
   Units compete against like-sized units for the top award. 1st Cav Div competed against units within 1st Infantry Div, 1st Armor Div, 3rd Inf Div, and
4th Inf Div.
   Before presenting the awards, Broadwater took a moment to share with the Troops the importance of the award and how it would not have been
possible without them. “While we’re going to present something to a commander and a frst sergeant,
 here, it takes the entire organization to win this,” Broadwater said.  “From the very youngest Soldier in each one of the organizations that’s going to be
presented this,  this trophy and this award represents your hard work and your dedication to be lethal.”  Thanks to The Fort Hood Sentinel and Editor
Brandy Cruz for this story.

   So, there you have it.  Another edition of the 7th Cavalry news.  I again ask that if you have stories, please contact me and we can get them in the
column.  So many of you have experiences that the rest of us would love to hear about.  Don’t worry if you don’t think you’re a writer because we all
are!  We just need to get it on paper.  I’ll be glad to help with that – I just need something to start with.
Don’t forget the reunion in Louisville!  Elsewhere in this edition you will fnd more information about it.  It is now scheduled for October 4-8 at the Crown
Plaza Louisville Airport.  There are also several hotels within walking distance.  Come join your brothers, rekindle past friendships, and enjoy one
another’s company. Looking forward to seeing you there.
Until the next issue, I remain your friend and brother. 

 Garryowen!!


