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"Troopers of the 7th Cavalry "

Greetings friends and neighbors. How quickly time is moving by! It seems like it was just a couple of weeks ago that I sat here at my computer writing

the July – August edition of the 7th U.S. Cavalry news and now, here again, I am sitting to write again. That was a fast two months! I wish the months

had flown by that quickly when I was stationed in Vietnam!

It appears that we are still caught in the quagmire of COVID-19. The 2020 1st Cavalry Division Association reunion was first postponed from June until

October, and then cancelled. The next reunion is now scheduled for 22-26 September 2021, which just happens to coincide with the 100th anniversary

of the forming and activation of the Division. Should be quite an affair! Look for information about registration and events coming soon. The reunion

headquarters will once again be the Shilo Inn Hotel and the Killeen Civic and Conference Center. Several other hotels are also recommended. The

Association office will begin accepting registrations on November 1st. Look for more information at the Association website (1cda.org) or in future

editions of the Saber.

Conversations – During the past couple of months, I have had some great conversations with Troopers.

Here are a couple of them. Just the other day, I received a phone call from Johnnie Scott, who served in

B Co, 1-7 Cav. He is interested in the National Training Center at Fort Irwin, CA. He remembers in

October of 1976 the 1-7 Cav went to the National Training Center to train and wonders if the 7th U.S.

Cavalry once again let the way for the rest of the Army. Johnnie believes that his battalion was the first

to train at Fort Irwin under the National Training Center concept. Looking into the history of the National

Training Center, I am unable to find information related to 1-7 Cavalry deployment to Fort Irwin for

training. If you have knowledge of this, please contact me or Johnnie Scott. He can be reached at (254)

479-1112 or by email at . As Johnnie and I were talking, he mentioned one of his good friends, a COL

Dougald MacMillan. My ears immediately perked up because I knew that name. In 1968, he had been

my battalion commander in Vietnam. As Johnnie told me of his friendship with COL Mac, memories

flooded back to me. I told Johnnie that COL Mac had pulled me aside one day on an LZ outside of Tay

Ninh and informed me that I had volunteered to lead a hunter/killer team for him, and that I could

hand-pick 12 men from the line companies. Johnnie interrupted me and said, I have heard this story!

COL Mac told it to me!” There, in just a few minutes, we developed a kindred spirit. Sadly, COL

MacMillan passed away in 2013 and is buried in Cross Creek Cemetery in Fayetteville, NC.

Juan Asturias called me asking for assistance in locating his former Executive Officer. Juan served with

4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry in Korea during 1983 and 1984. He is looking for a COL Dally, who was a

Company XO as a captain back then. Juan believes that COL Dally was last stationed at Fort Meade,

MD, and retired from that assignment. Juan is anxious to talk with COL Dally, telling me that he saved his life and it is important that he be able to

thank him. If you know COL Dally, or have information about him, please contact Juan at (504) 344-7652 or at or contact me.

Giving credit where credit is due. You may remember that in the most recent issue of the Saber, I wrote about the 50th anniversary of the 1st Cavalry

Division incursion into Cambodia. Well, I did not do sufficient research before preparing that column. Bill Litvjak brought that to my attention. Bill

served in the 4th Plt, C Co, 5-7 Cavalry in 1969 and 1970. Bill brought me up to speed on the involvement of 5th of the 7th in the Cambodian

Incursion. Because Bill was there, he was able to inform me that B Co 5th of the 7th actually found the bunkers containing vehicles and materiel, and

C Co 5th of the 7th loading helicopters with the found cache. During this operation, SGT Chris Keffalos gave the last full measure in support of his

brothers and comrades-in-arms. Keffalos, the recipient of a Silver Star and Purple Heart, was known as “Shakey” to his friends and was only 18 years



and 6 months old when he was killed while discovering a large cache of NVA equipment buried in a hill. His brothers in arms found a plank of wood,

painted upon it “Shakey’s Hill,” and nailed it to a tree at the bottom of the hill.

The Australian photojournalist Norman Lloyd, who at the time was working for CBS News, was embedded in 5th

of the 7th and accompanied the battalion on the Incursion. Although he journaled other units and other battles, he

could not forget the men who fought that battle for Shakey’s Hill and decided some time later to make a

documentary based upon it. He named his documentary Shakey’s Hill and in 2007 won the Best Documentary

Short at the GI Film Festival. Lloyd’s description of the documentary (in part) reads, “In 1970, one cameraman

followed a battalion of American  Soldiers into the jungles of Cambodia. The mission was to seek out substantial

weapons/supply caches being used by the North Vietnamese Army during the Vietnam War. 

As the battalion  closed in on the location of the caches, they encountered a growing resistance from the North

Vietnamese forces. Surreal footage and intimate interviews take audiences through each fire fight leading up to

the operation’s climax, which became infamously known as the taking of Shakey’s Hill. The hill was named after

the battalion’s youngest Soldier, who lost his life discovering the first cache. The discovery of the massive caches

is considered one of the most successful operations of the American Forces during the war.”

What I’m reading this month – Some of you may know Marc Levy, who served as a medic in Delta Company, 1-7

Cavalry in 1969-1970. In the years since, he has become a proficient writer and blogger. He also maintains a

website which is a repository for Vietnam stories and pictures. He has just authored and released a collection

from that website called The Best of Medic in the Green Time, a compilation of short (1-5 page) stories, reflections, poetry, and downright painful

recollections of time in Vietnam. These short but poignant tales make me laugh and make me cry but I keep reading them. Marc’s anthology is

addictive. One of his reviewers,Andrew Bacevich of Boston University, says of the book, “Reading this collection of Vietnam-related stories and

recollections is excruciatingly painful, which is precisely why it demands to be widely read.” The chorus of voices includes chilling, first person

accounts of LZ Ranch in Cambodia overrun. An MP describes the unforgettable attempted escape of a handcuffed Viet Cong. Grunts tell of drug use

(including LSD) while on patrol. An essay on war humor, complete with a half-dozen grisly jokes. An RTO recalls his long recovery from grievous

wounds. A Charlie 1/5 Vet in Grenada is interrogated by the same U.S. Army he served with in Vietnam. In fast-paced traveler’s tales the war haunts

Levy’s every step. Fake Vets and falsifying Army generals are unmasked. Levy has breakfast with Muhammad Ali. There are two interviews—twenty

years apart, with the acclaimed Vietnamese writer Bao Ninh. A half dozen war poems round out the book.” Available on Amazon or via

To those of you who have submitted items and ideas for publication, THANK YOU, and know that they will be published in future issues. To those of

you still thinking about submitting items and ideas, please do! I am always looking for information in which the 7th U.S. Cavalry will have interest. I

have a great piece for publication in the next issue from MSG (retired) Eldon Screws (yep, the name is correct) about his time with the 7th Cavalry

Regiment in Korea in 1961 and 1962, just did not have room this go around. Until we meet again, stay safe and stay well. Be careful when you go out,

wear a mask if you can, let us get this COVID thing licked once and for all. 

Garryowen and First Team! From Michigan.




