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Greetings brothers and sisters! As we look toward the end of another year, many things are vastly different. First, we are in the middle of a deadly pandemic, more deadly for some of us than others.

And there have been many side effects of this pandemic, one of which is that we have not been able to meet as an association. When the 2020 reunion was cancelled, I felt dismay because I knew I

would not be seeing any of you in Louisville. And, as the Korean War and Vietnam War Vets get older, we have fewer opportunities to take advantage of the reunions to meet with those who survived

and to remember and revere those who gave their all that we might live in freedom today. I am looking forward now to once again being part of a reunion, this time in celebration of the 100th anniversary

of the founding of the 1st Cavalry Division to be held at Fort Hood 22 to 26 September 2021. Look in this issue for further information.

Did you get your 1st Cavalry Division Association Calendar for 2021? We have a connection there. James Hackett, who served as a medic with A Co,

2-7 Cavalry, called me as soon as his calendar arrived. As he was thumbing through looking at the pictures, he was dumbstruck when he got to March.

There, on the left side of the page, was a picture of one of his A Co buddies, Harrison Bell, being treated for a head wound by “a medic.” James

recognized that medic was the 2nd Battalion surgeon who often was on the first bird to the field when a unit was engaged in a firefight. So, we have a

new caption for the picture now. Instead of “1st Cav medic treating Soldier during Operation Masher, 1966” we can put this one in. “Dr. William Shucart,

battalion surgeon for 2-7 Cavalry, treats Harrison Bell for a head wound during Operation Masher in 1966.” Dr. Shucart had been with the 2-7 during

the battle of LZ XRAY. He was in the field, working together with his medics at the CP where a makeshift medical aid station had been set up to triage

the wounded. He was a hero to his medics because he typically joined them in the field when the going got tough. After his time in the Army, Dr.

Shucart went on to join the faculty of Tufts-New England Medical Center. For the next three decades, Dr. Shucart

was a professor and chair of neurosurgery at Tufts University and neurosurgeon-in-chief at Tufts-New England

Medical Center, Dr. William Shucart retired from both posts in June of 2005. Many thanks to Doc Shucart for his

selfless service to the Troops of 2-7 Cavalry in Vietnam, you sir, are a hero.

What I’ve Read This Month – I have always been interested in the Order of Battle and the history of major

encounters of the Vietnam War. I often read the “I was there” books written by Vietnam Vets. It appears to me that

many of those authors may be using their books as a means of cleansing, and some are not well written while

others are veritable masterpieces. Two of my all-time favorites are Fields of Fire by Jim Web and The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien. Both books mixed reality

and fiction and both books tell the story like it happened. This month I decided that I wanted to know more about the battle of LZ XRAY in the Ia Drang valley in 1965.

So, I went to the source. I found that Amazon carries a book, really a booklet called After Action Report, Ia Drang Valley Operation, 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry 14-16

November 1965. This is the actual after-action report written by then COL Hal Moore on 9 December 1965, one month after the battle. In this after-action report (the

most extensive I have ever seen) COL Moore addresses all the aspects of this defining battle with detail. Here is a short sample. Let me set the scene. 1st of the 7th

had air assaulted into LZ XRAY at precisely 1048 hours on the 14th. For the first 35 minutes after landing at

the LZ there was no enemy contact. Then a recon squad captured a prisoner that told hem there were three

battalions in the hills waiting for Americans to come…….

Around 1245 hours, lead elements of Co B began to engage in a fire fight of moderate intensity. Shortly

afterwards at approximately 1330 hours, Commanding Officer, Co B reported that he was being attacked

heavily by at least two companies of enemy and that his right platoon was in danger of being surrounded and

cut off from the rest of the company by a numerically superior force. The fire fight became intense. Also a few

rounds of 60- and 81-mm mortar fire began falling in the LZ and on B Co. B Co also received some rocket fire.

Shortly after the heavy fire fight began, the last platoon of A Co and the Company Commander and lead

elements of C Co landed. The Commanding Officer, Co A was ordered to move his company up on the left of

B Co; to establish physical contact with it; to protect the B Co left flank; and to send one platoon up to B Co to

assist B Co in getting to the B Co platoon which was in danger of being cut off. The Commanding Officer, Co

C was ordered to take up a blocking position off the landing zone to the south and southwest to prevent the LZ

from being overrun from that direction, and to give protection to A Co’s left flank. I called the S-3 in the

command chopper and told him to have my Forward Air Controller bring in air strikes beginning on the lover fringe of the mountain foothills and work over the mountain and enemy approaches to the LZ

from the west and south in that priority. The same instructions were to be given to the ARA and to the artillery. 



Priority of fires were to go to fire missions and requests from companies. When not firing in response to a specific request, fires were to be poured in as directed above. The Company Commanders,

forward observers, the forward air controller, and the artillery liaison officer were all having difficulty getting coordinated as to the locations of the forward elements of the companies. There were no

well-defined terrain features to help and the scrub and trees all looked alike.

The air was heavy with smoke and dust. B Co had more problems than any other company since it had one platoon separated from the rest of the company in the jungle and could not precisely pinpoint

its location for

 purposes of close-in fire support. The platoon was in a moving firefight against a force of 75-100 enemy. The fact that this platoon was forward of B and A Co’s delayed delivery of effective fires in

support of these two companies. However, using the technique of “walking” fires down the mountain from the south and west, fires were placed where they gave some help to these two companies

especially Co A. I specifically defined several draws loading down from the mountain, and wanted fires placed on enemy mortar positions sighted or suspected out to 81-mm mortar range. Two air

strikes were also brought in on the valley floor to the northwest on and near the location of the suspected enemy battalion reported by higher headquarters the previous day. At this point, the most

critical period of the afternoon began. If you wish to read the rest of it, you can find it at Amazon in both paper and Kindle form. The Kindle version cost me 99 cents.

Are you looking for a way to get in touch with folks from your past? I have found two great websites that allow you to do just that. Each of them has advantages, as well as drawbacks. Maybe you want

to look at them and make up your own mind. The first is called Together We Served. Tracking down old friends, particularly if you have been out of the service many years, is not always easy. But there

is one company that can help. Together We Served (TWS) is a Veteran-only website, launched in 2003. It provides Veterans a highly effective means to reconnect with old service-friends. One simply

enters their service history onto their TWS Military Service Page. TWS built an individual website for each branch of service and, with over 1.9 million Veteran members, the chances of finding people

you served with is high. The second website is called RallyPoint. According to their website, RallyPoint is the premiere digital platform for the military community to come together and discuss military

topics both socially and professionally. Members include military service members, Veterans, family members, caregivers, survivors, and supporters of those in uniform. RallyPoint connects members

and provides tools to succeed along their entire lifetime journey, from recruit through retirement and beyond. Members build peer to peer relationships across branches, generations, and conflicts forged

by the common bond of service. Within the community, members can build their professional network, ask questions, share photos and stories, connect with members in a secure environment, and

explore educational and career opportunities. To connect with either site, simply perform a Google search using either name. Then the decision can be yours. As I mentioned, I am currently active on

both sites, drop in and see me if you have a chance.

And now, some musings from MSG Eldon Screws. Yep, the name is right. Even sent me his business card, as you can see here. Anyway, he sent me a note, along with a rather lengthy story about his

time with the 7th Cavalry in Korea, after the war was over. Eldon wrote “It was a pleasure your wordy page filler. I guess that is what it is all about. Korea was not a nice place in 1961-1962 when I got

there.” And here is part of his story. (Scribe’s note: This column is not long enough to hold the entirety of what MSG Screws sent, so I will hold some of it back for further issues.) When I talk to civilians

about my service, they are sometimes curious about what countries I served in. When I mention Korea most of them remember the war but do not realize we still have Troops there and I have found out

it’s just best to leave it along, saying that I served with the 7th Cavalry there in 1961 and 1962. My MOS was 113.8P-1, Operations, and I had a slot waiting for me in the 7th Cav Combat Support Co.

After going through the 15th Admin processing, I made my way to the personnel section of the 7th Cav headquartered in the mud village of Paju-ri. 

The village was situated at a hill called Charlie Block about 2 miles south of Munsan-ni, which was close to the DMZ and it really was a mud village. As I threw my duffel bag out of the ¾ ton truck

someone yelled, “God Damn it Screws, get your ass in here!” It was 1SG Roy Pruitt, whom I had known from the Training Brigade at Fort Ord. He told me that the unit was about to have an IG

inspection and the training records were non-existent. So, I spent a few days and nights getting things ready and passed with flying colors. The commanding general was MG Woolnough and the ADC

was BG Hamilton Twitchell III. We never saw any other officers from Division Staff.

In July of 61 a vacancy came open in S3, so I moved into it. I am 87, but I still remember the names of those who worked with me there. There was CPT Blottie, CPT Kamakiah, and MSG Warren. We

all worked for the common good and everyone had a good time. There was never a maneuver when I was not able to increase my knowledge of operations orders, plans, maneuvers, and map work. I

leaned toward field duty because we did not have to put up with all that stuff that goes on in the rear: formations, reveille, and inspections. I favored life in the field because of the opportunity to learn

and I got to where I enjoyed it. I think back about the horrors that men suffered in winter combat because the winter of 61 was particularly bad. We were on maneuvers in February and it was 28

degrees below zero in Korea.

In 1968, I was an SFC at the Army Security Agency School at Fort Devens when our former commander now BG Blakefield came on business. I asked if I could see him and was laughed at. So, I

talked with his sedan driver for a few minutes and when the general came out the door flanked by some of our colonels, I quickly walked up in front of him, snapped to attention, saluted him and said

“Garryowen, sir!” The general recognized me, put his arm on my shoulder and we had a few words. Other people do not understand the camaraderie that goes with the 7th Cavalry.

I have been to several 1st Cav reunions and hope to make the next one at Fort Hood, which will probably be my last. I will be 88 then and may have to get someone younger to drive and accompany

me. I will see you all there. And from me, your scribe, please continue to send your stories to me. Give me a call if you think you want help in drafting the story, I would be glad to help. It is always great

to talk with you, I love it! So, here is hoping you have a fantastic Thanksgiving, a most enjoyable Christmas, and a Happy New Year. It will be 2021 when you next hear from me.         


