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"Troopers of the 7th Cavalry "

Greetings to all my 7th Cavalry brothers and sisters, and to you all, a Happy New Year! We are blessed to have 2020 in the history books as we move forward with life. As I put the final touches on this column, I am watching 
an attack being waged upon the United States Capitol Building while Congress is attempting to validate the election of the 46th president of the United States. Friends, I am saddened to see these repugnant results of what we
all fought for, the freedoms for which our friends and brothers died. I am sure that none of us imagined that something like this would happen in our lifetimes. The last time this building was forcibly entered was in 1814, when 
the British forces burned the Capitol near the end of the War of 1812. May we soon begin to return to a more civilized and law-abiding time when protest is peaceful.

Did you know?? The 7th Cavalry Regiment is 154 years old. Now, for a bit of history. On 21 September 1866 - The 7th Cavalry Regiment was organized at Fort Riley, KS.
Today, the 7th Cavalry Regiment is represented by the following active Units:
The 1st Squadron, assigned to 1st Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood TX
The 2nd Squadron, assigned to 3rd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division at Fort Hood TX
The 3rd Squadron, Deactivated.
The 4th Squadron, Deactivated.  
The 5th Squadron, assigned to the 1st Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division at Fort Stewart, GA.

As we look forward to September of2021, the 100th birthday of the 1st Cavalry Division, start planning to attend the Association reunion. It is scheduled for 22-26 September 2021, and will be held in Killeen, Texas. If you
are even thinking about attending, make sure you get your reservations in soon (as in tomorrow!) as the hotel space fills rapidly. And since we are looking at history (would you have guessed that I taught U.S. History at the
high school level?) let us consider the Cav patch.
First Team patch approved 99 years ago. The 1st Cavalry Division posted on its Facebook page that the yellow and black shoulder patch of the Division was officially approved by the Army on Jan 5, 1922.
The War Department issued a directive asking for the submission of possible designs for the 1st Cavalry Division’s shoulder sleeve (shoulder patch) shortly after the Division was authorized on Aug 20, 1921. The Division
was officially activated on Sept 13, 1921.
The design chosen by the Army was a distinctive bright-yellow Norman knight’s shield with a diagonal stripe and the silhouette of a horse’s head. This design was submitted by COL and Mrs. Ben H. Dorcy. At the time, COL 
Dorcy was commander of the 7th Cavalry Regiment at Fort Bliss. His wife, Gladys Fitch Dorcy, later would be considered as the official mother of the First Team. When asked about the design of the patch, Mrs. Dorcy said,
“It is a big patch, worn by big men, who do big things.” Pretty much says it all, Troopers.
The patch was required to “have only two colors, that it be an easily recognizable sign around which men could reassemble during or after battle, and that it would bring men together in a common devotion.” And the patch is 
all of that. One can see a fellow Cavalry Trooper across a room or across a parade field. That yellow just jumps out at ya! Much more distinctive than other unit patches, plus it is big enough to keep us dry in a rainstorm, 
warm in freezing temperatures, and will stop bullets from breaking the skin. At least I was told those things by the sergeant in charge of orientation when I first joined the Cav in 1968.
What I am reading this month. I came across an interesting book that you may enjoy. The book is titled “Comanche and His Captain: The warhorse and the soldier of fortune'’” written by Janet Barrett I’ve only read two 
books about horses in my lifetime; the other was “Seabiscuit: An American legend.” I am not sure why I picked up Comanche, but I am glad I did! It proves to be a well-written, fast-moving history ofthe only survivor of the
Battle of the Little Bighorn. The book is avail-able from Amazon. On the back of the book is this: Against the fury of the Civil War and the challenges of securing the frontier, the intertwined stories of the tough mustang, 
Comanche, and the courageous Soldier of fortune, CPT Myles Keogh, move toward a climax that is both an ending and a beginning. They rode together for 8 years, a partnership that took them to the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn.
Comanche lived to be 29 and when he died, he was the first of four horses to be given a military funeral with full military honors. His remains were not buried but instead was preserved through taxidermy. Comanche is 
currently at the Museum of Natural History, University of Kansas.
7th Cavalry recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor. In this issue, we honor two recipients of the Medal of Honor, both of which were awarded posthumously.
On 1 December 1966, PFC Lewis Albanese, B Co 5-7 CAV (Airmobile), unparalleled actions saved the lives of several members of his platoon who otherwise would have fallen to sniper fire, and enabled his pla-toon to 
successfully advance against an enemy force of overwhelming numerical superiority near Phu Muu II,
Republic of Vietnam, earning him the Congressional Medal of Honor.

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk ofhis life above and beyond the call of duty. PFC Albanese’s platoon, while advancing through densely covered terrain to establish a blocking position, received 
intense automatic-weapons fire from close range. As other members maneuvered to assault the enemy position, PFC Albanese was ordered to provide security for the left flank of the platoon. Suddenly, the left
flank received fire from enemy located in a well-concealed ditch. Realizing the imminent danger to his comrades from this fire, PFC Albanese fixed his bayonet and moved aggressively into the ditch. His action silenced the 
sniper fire, enabling the platoon to resume movement toward the main enemy position. As the platoon continued to advance, the sound of heavy firing emanated from the left flank from a pitched battle that ensued in the ditch 
which PFC Albanese had entered. The ditch was actually a well-organized complex of enemy defenses designed to bring devastating flanking fire on the forces attacking the main position. PFC Albanese, disregarding the 
danger to himself, advanced 100 meters along the trench and killed six of the snipers, who were armed with automatic weapons. Having exhausted his ammunition, PFC Albanese was mortally wounded when he engaged and 
killed two more enemy soldiers in fierce hand-to-hand combat. His unparalleled actions saved the lives of many members of his platoon who otherwise would have fallen to the sniper fire from the ditch and enabled his
pla-toon to successfully advance against an enemy force of overwhelming numerical superiority. PFC Albanese’s extraordinary heroism and supreme dedication to his comrades were commensurate with the finest traditions of
the military service and remain a tribute to himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

On 3 December1968, SGT John N. Holcomb, D Co 2-7 CAV, distinguished himself while serving as a squad leader during a combat assault mission near
SGT Holcomb’s inspiring leadership, fighting spirit, in action at the cost of his life, were in keeping with the highest traditions of the mil-itary service, earning him the Congressional Medal of Honor. The citation reads:
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. SGT Holcomb distinguished himself while serving as a squad leader in Company D during a combat assault mission. 
SGT Holcomb’s company assault had landed by helicopter and deployed into a hasty defensive position to organize for a reconnaissance-in-force mission when it was attacked from three sides by an estimated battalion-size
enemy force. SGT Holcomb’s squad was directly in the path of the main enemy attack. With complete disregard for the heavy fire, SGT Holcomb moved among his men giving encouragement and directing fire on the 
assaulting enemy. When his machine gunner was knocked out, SGT Holcomb seized the weapon, ran to a forward edge of the position, and placed withering fire on the enemy. His gallant actions caused the enemy to 
withdraw. SGT Holcomb treated and carried his wounded to a position of safety and reorganized his defensive sector despite a raging grass fire ignited by the incoming enemy mortar and rocket rounds. When the enemy 
assaulted the position a second time, SGT Holcomb again manned the forward machine gun, devastating the enemy attack and forcing the enemy to again break contact and withdraw. During the enemy withdrawal, an enemy 
rocket hit SGT Holcomb’s position, destroying his machine gun, and severely wounding him. Despite his painful wounds, SGT Holcomb crawled through the grass fire and exploding mortar and rocket rounds to move the 
members of his squad, every one of whom had been wounded, to more secure positions. Although grievously wounded and sustained solely by his indomitable will and courage, SGT Holcomb as the last surviving leader of his
platoon organized his men to repel the enemy, crawled to the platoon radio, and reported the third enemy assault on his position. His report brought friendly supporting fires on the charging enemy and broke the enemy attack. 
SGT Holcomb’s inspiring leadership, fighting spirit, in action at the cost of his life, were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.
Best Wishes. You know, as I look back over the year 2020, I cannot imagine suffering through a worse one ever. In my 72 years on this earth, I cannot re-member one that caused me more grief, torment, or worry than this 
past year did. The nation became much more divided than ever since the Civil War. COVID-19 took away over 350,000 people. COVID also took away our relative freedom - freedom to visit friends, freedom to be with
those we love, freedom to attend events like church and reunions. It is my fervent hope that those days will soon disappear, and they can if we all do our part. Be responsible, wear a mask. Yes, I am worried about your
health, but I am also worried about me! If you wear a mask you are protecting me as well as yourself. Maintain six feet of distance and continue to wash your hands often. I believe that the vaccine is going to help but we must
watch out for ourselves and for each other!

Looking forward to seeing you all in Killeen in September! It will be good to see you, to renew old friendships, and to create new ones. Since we were unable to meet in 2020, all the regimental business for the two-year 
period will be conducted at this year’s reunion. I am sure that President John Guillory will have information in the next issue of the Saber so keep your eyes open. Your regiment needs your participation! Take care of 
yourselves and your loved ones. 

Til we meet again, Garryowen!




