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"Troopers of the 7th Cavalry "

  Greetings and Salutations to all! As we continue to survive this pandemic, we have much to live for, and much to be thankful for. I am so happy that I can once again author this column and
speak to all my friends, brothers, and sisters through this medium!

First up in this issue is a message from our Association president, John Guillory.

This is John Guillory, your 7th Cavalry Association President with a reminder for those planning to attend the 73rd Annual 1st Cavalry Association Reunion at Fort Hood, TX, 22-26 Sep 2021.

While there, we will elect officer positions for the 7th U.S. Cavalry Association at our luncheon (Sat Sept 25, 12-2pm). The open positions are as follows: President, Vice President, Treasurer, and
Secretary.

Any member of the 7th Cavalry Association qualifies to submit their name for election to any of the open positions mentioned. We look forward to hearing from you Troopers who wish to see
the association continue to move forward. Additionally, we are asking for nominations for the association’s Honorary Sergeant Major. Please email me manhunter6869@yahoo.com your name for an
elected position and/or your nomination for Honorary Sergeant Major no later than 31July 2021. There will be no nominations from the floor. All nominations must be submitted ahead of time so that
names can be added to the written ballots will we use. We will conduct the elections and any association business during the last half hour of our unit luncheon in Killeen.

One last item to pass along, we will soon lose our 7- Cav Webmaster. So, if you have an interest in the position and have web management skills, please let me know. In closing, I must say
volunteer service is truly a good thing, for the volunteer and for those being served as well. I have served as past Vice President of the 7th Cav Association for 2 years and currently serving as President
for 6+ years. I have also served as past Vice President of 1CDA’s Los Angeles/Orange County Chapter for 2 years and current President for 10 years. Service to the Veteran community has been an

honor and a privilege. So, step up 7th Cav members and take over the reins of this exceptional organization. Hope to see you all in 2021 at beautiful Fort Hood.

Thanks to John for all he has done and will do for the Association in the future! And I would echo the desperate need for a replacement webmaster. Our current webmaster is ready to move on. If

we do not get a replacement, then the 7th Cavalry Association website will languish and fade away, just as we old Soldiers do. However, in this case we will lose the rich history of the 7th Cav that has
been so ably maintained by Jim Savage. If you have not been to the website, I would encourage you to do so at <http://us7thcavalry.com>. If you have interest or know of someone who could do this
job of maintaining our own website, please come forward, we need your help!! Following is the information that Jim sent to me related to the position: Knowledge in programming languages:    SQL,

HTML, CSS, PHP, JavaScript, and Perl. Be able to create and maintain contact form mail. Continually test and update website. Test across browsers, operating systems, and devices. Maintain,
configure, and troubleshoot servers. Ensure site security by setting up firewalls and login pages. Optimize loading speeds and capacity. Debug pages and fix broken links or images. Update website
content. Site performance (e.g traffic, conversions)

Sounds like a lot, I know. But you can do it! Please reach out to Jim, you can reach him at us7thcav@hotmail.com for further information. I truly hope that someone is willing to take on this important
position, there is so much history at the website - it would be terrible to lose it all.

The War Goes On. A few years ago, Clay Mountcastle’s father, Jack, a Vietnam Veteran, showed him a copy of a 1966 issue of Life Magazine, a once wildly popular weekly publication, that he had
saved. It featured a cover photograph of a young Army medic in Vietnam, a bandage covering his eyes, tending to a wounded comrade.

The headline read: “The War Goes On.”

Besides the fact it was a most compelling, even haunting, image, the photo hit close to home: The medic was Thomas (also known as Tommie) Cole, whose fleeting moment of fame, the picture by
eminentAssociated Press photographer Henri Huet also was published in newspapers around the country, cast him in the spotlight briefly and then he was gone.

His whereabouts after the war have been a mystery.

Mountcastle, director of the Virginia War Memorial, got caught up in the mystery, poking around the Internet, seeking clues to what became of Cole. Despite coming up dry, Mountcastle has not
given up.

In 2000 columnist Mark Holmberg went searching for Cole. He did not find him, but he found some of his story. According to a story from the 1960s in the newspaper archive, Cole was “left with the
Richmond, VA welfare department by his parents when he was 4 or 5 years old and lived with several families in the Richmond area.” The earlier story mentioned one of those families, Sidney, and Vera
Skinner, but Holmberg was unable to find them.

The 1960s news clippings mentioned that Cole had at one time attended John Marshall High School and that he enlisted in the Army in November 1964. Cole was said to have been interested in
medicine and had considered becoming a physical therapist. He became a medic with A Co, 2-7 Cavalry Regt.

According to an account from AP correspondent Bob Poos, Cole was wounded in a two-day firefight at An Thai, a central lowlands village that was part of the North Vietnamese first line of defense.
Poos wrote: “Medic Thomas Cole, himself wounded in the head, helped tend the wounded, sprawled in the mud of the trench. He was nearly blinded by the bandage wrapped around his head. But Cole
kept going, answering the call of a wounded man here, a dying man there. Cole spent an hour in mouth-to-mouth resuscitation trying to revive one terribly wounded

Soldier. The man died.” Then Cole helped wounded villagers.

Cole recovered and returned to his unit. A few months later, Cole was tending to a wounded sergeant during another firefight when his left arm was shattered by a sniper’s bullet. Another round
ripped into his left thigh, according to another account Holmberg found. “I felt something hit me and spin me around,” Cole told a combat correspondent, “and the next thing I knew my face was
hitting the gravel.”

Joe Galloway, a war correspondent for United Press International, has called Cole “an American hero.”

We know Galloway as co-author of the 1992 book, “We Were Soldiers Once ... and Young,” which recounts the 1965 Battle of the Ia Drang Valley, one of the most savage of the war. Galloway was
the only journalist on the ground throughout the fighting with the 1-7 Cavalry Regt. The 7th Cav was also Cole’s regiment.

Galloway was quoted in a 2000 story saying, “A whole bunch of us have been looking for Tommie Cole for years.” They never found him, Galloway said. “We tried everything, including writing him a
letter and asking the Veterans Administration to forward it to him, assuming he was in their case files as a VA loan recipient if nothing else,” Galloway wrote in an email from his home in North Carolina.



“Never heard a word back. We came to feel that Tommie Cole did not want to be found by his old battle comrades, and the effort slowly died away. One thing is certain: Tommie Cole was a great
combat medic and a true hero. I hope he lives happily ever after.”

In Memory of a lost brother....During the first week of December 1950, U.S. Army forces which had pushed across the 38th Parallel and far into North Korea, almost to the Yalu River and the
border with China, were forced to conduct rapid retreats to the south in the face of overwhelming waves of attacking Chinese troops. On December 2, the 7th Cav Regt, was withdrawing from the area
around Sinchangni, North Korea, when they were attacked by Chinese Communist Forces. Chinese infiltrators attacked the regimental command post and threatened to surround the 7th Cav Regt;
however, a successful counterattack forced the Chinese to withdraw and regroup before attacking again the next day.

Corporal John William Manasco, who joined the U.S.Army from Oklahoma, served with B Co, 1-7 Cav Regt, 1st Cavalry Division. He was killed in action on December 2, 1950, one day before his

21st birthday, during a Chinese attack on his unit at Huksuri, North Korea, near Sinchangni. Battlefield conditions prevented the immediate recovery of CPL Manasco’s body, and U.S. forces never again
controlled the area where he died. His remains were not identified among those returned to U.S. custody after the ceasefire, and he is still unaccounted for. Today, CPL Manasco is memorialized on the
Courts of the Missing at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific.

Raider Soldiers earn their Silver Spurs. Soldiers from the United States Army across the 1st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, and Republic of Korea. Soldiers had their
mental fortitude and physical toughness tested to earn their silver spurs during the 2020 Warpaint Spur Ride hosted by 5-7 Cavalry Regt, 1st ABCT, 3rd ID, Dec 22-23, at Camp Casey and Camp
Hovey, Republic of Korea. “I believe that the Spur Ride is important because it validates you as not only a Scout but as a Soldier,” said SGT Dan Satterwhite, a spur holder from 5-7 Cav Regt. The spur
candidates completed 14 stations, including a live fire range, medical evacuation, and ruck marching more than 30 miles across Camp Casey/Hovey.

“I joined the Spur Ride after I saw other female Soldiers earn their spurs, and I’m always a go-getter,” said PFC Aniyah Daniel, a unit supply specialist from 5-7 Cav Regt and the youngest spur
holder for this Spur Ride at the age of 19. “During the Spur Ride, my body was put through a lot of obstacles that I have never been through. I was exhausted, but I kept telling myself don’t quit, which is
what got me through the whole event.”

By supporting and motivating each other, they learned about themselves and the importance of the team. “The support of my team was what got me through all the courses during the Spur Ride,
“said SFC Kenneth Shelton, a cavalry scout from 5-7 Cav Regt and the oldest spur holder for this Spur Ride at the age of 42.

I had an interesting conversation with Mr. William (Bill) Brown the other day. Bill is a descendent of SGT F erdinand Augustus Culbertson (1845-1889), a survivor of the Battle of Little Big
Horn. Bill, a former news reporter, has been compiling information about Culbertson and wants to ask ifany ofyou have a picture that might include SGT Culbertson, who also went by the name of Fred.

Culbertson was with A Co 7th Regt along with MAJ Marcus Reno; their unit fought in two separate battles, the Hilltop and the Valley battles that fateful day. When the Last Stand was over, Custer and
268 Troopers were dead on the battlefield. Three days later, Culbertson, a highly respected Civil War hero, was helping to bury Custer and his Troopers when he turned over the body of Trooper John

Foley who was clutching the C Co 7th Regt guidon. With permission, Culbertson took the guidon to his home and gave it to a Detroit museum. The guidon was eventually sold at auction for $2.2 million
to a private collector.

If you have any information about SGT Ferdinand (Fred) Culbertson, please reach out to Bill Brown. You can call him at (972) 209-7722, email him at  newsguybb@sbcglobal.net, or write to him at
1314 Apache Drive, Richardson, TX 75080.

Please take care of yourselves in the coming months, as I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at the reunion in September. You can find all the information you need elsewhere in this edition,

get registered! Remember, this is the 100th anniversary of the 1st Cavalry Division! The reunion will prove to be one of the best ever. Good luck and Godspeed to you all. Send me your stories, the
well is running dry! Garryowen!!




