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"Troopers of the 7th Cavalry "

I’m sure you’ve heard; Joe Galloway passed and went to Fiddler’s Green on 18 August 2021. For those of us in the 7th Cavalry he was a most special person. I can honestly say that I have never heard
a Trooper speak ill of  Joe..

We may not have agreed with his political views (he hammered both sides equally) but we all agree that he knew what it was like to be in battle.

Joe was aphotojoumalist in Vietnam, spending a total of four tours there as a war correspondent. But that was not his only war. He covered the India-Pa-kistan War in 1971, along with at least a
half dozen other combat operations.

In 1990-1991, he covered Desert Shield and Desert Storm, embedded with the 24th Infantry Division (Mechanized) on its march into Iraq. General H. Norman  Schwarzkopfhas called Galloway “the
 finest combat correspondent of our generation, a Soldier’s reporter and a Soldier’s friend.” During his appointment as Secretary of State, General Colin Powell asked Joe to be a special assistant at the
State Department.

I’ve received many emails in the past two weeks regarding Joe. There have been a multitude of remembrances on social media recounting when people met Joe, or how he signed a copy of the
book “We Were Soldiers Once....and Young" for them. In all of it, there was never a cross word spoken. Joe was universally accepted by Soldiers around the world as “one of us.” In 1998, Joe was
awarded a Bronze Star with V device for his actions during the battle of Ia Drang Valley. He was the only civilian to receive an award for valor during the Vietnam Conflict. Galloway found himself with
500 Troops of the Army’s 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment, during the first and one of the most savage battles of the Vietnam War - the Battle of Ia Drang. Outnumbered seven to one by North
Vietnamese regular forces, the unit fought almost non-stop from Nov 14 to 16, with 79 killed in action and 121 wounded. Although a non-combatant, Galloway repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire
to aid and rescue wounded Soldiers. We all remember that part of the book and the movie in which Joe met Jimmy Nakayama, and then later found him a victim of friendly fire by napalm.

I last saw Joe at the 2018 1st Cavalry Division Association Reunion in Charleston, WV He was older, a bit arthritic, but his mind was as spry as always. Even though he and I had been in Vietnam
at different times, in different roles, it was as if we had been there together. It is not often that we Soldiers meet a civilian who understands what our war was like. That was not the case with Joe, he was

there in the thick of things. He stood his ground with the men of the 1st Battalion 7th Cavalry in that bloody battle that cost 80 Troopers their lives over the course of 3 days.

He was a reporter who knew the truth and did not have to manufacture it for the benefit of his job and readers. Joe Galloway was truly a giant, although unassuming, and knew what war was about.

U.S. 7th Cavalry Association President Emeritus Bob Anderson submitted the following for publication: I first became aware of Joe Galloway at the 1st Cav Reunion in 1990 at Columbus, GA,

which was the 25 th anniversary of the Cav going to Vietnam. Were it not for him and General Moore writing their book, scores of folks, other than the participants, most likely would never have heard of
LZ’s X-Ray and Albany. The true test of the use of helicopters in up close Infantry combat. Over the years I heard him speak with that marvelous voice about my (our) war. Joe never forgot the Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines that he served with and wrote about. As your scribe for many years, he was always complementary of my columns that were written for and about you. Once he visited
Grand Rapids, MI for a speech at the Gerald Ford Library. Afterward, I presented him with a Bronze Star challenge coin, a replica of the medal he earned at X-Ray. His words will live on as a testament
to those who fought and died in November of 1965. He lived the life he was born to live as a son of Texas! Garryowen my friend and we will meet again in Fiddler’s Green!

I would also like to recognize a long overdue congratulation to CSM (Ret) David Clemons, who takes over the role of the 7th Cavalry Honorary Regimental Sergeant Major. Dave had a long and
illustrious Army career, with like so many of our current warriors’, multiple deployments to Iraq! Thank you, Dave, for your service to our Army and our Nation and for the honor of being selected as the
Honorary SGM by the Cavalry Branch of the Army. Bob Anderson, President Emeritus

An update on a story from the last issue. You remember the saga of George Wilson’s lost ring? The ring has been returned to the family, but to get replacement medals from the Department of the

Army, the family had to have George’s social security account number and it appeared nowhere on any ofthe decades-old paperwork the family still had. Then, an email from the U.S. 7th Cavalry
Association President Emeritus Bob Anderson. While searching the Coffelt Database, he had found a set of orders awarding George the Bronze Star posthumously. Bob sent a copy of the orders to me,
and I forwarded them to the family. Finally, their search is complete, and they can now treasure the awards and decorations that were rightfully George’s. In addition, I received an email from Fred
Bourjaily, National Commander of the Combat Infantrymen’s Association, offering to send the family a Combat Infantryman Badge in honor of George’s sacrifice. Isn’t it great how things come together?
By the way, if you are interested in joining the Combat Infantrymen’s Association, then please just go to their website at  cibassoc.com and become a member. The only requirement is that you have
received a CIB.

Bob Orkland, one of our favorite authors, has written his first novel, which will be published Nov 7 by Casemate Publishers ofLondon. In 2019, Bob co-authored with COL Chan Duryea, (CO, C/2/7,
‘66-’67) “Misfire: The Tragic Failure of the M16 in Vietnam.” Bob’s novel takes place in Cold War Berlin and is titled “The Spandau Complication.” It’s listed on Amazon and Barnes & Noble websites. Bob
has a sequel in the works, “The Saigon Sayonara,” when his protagonist is reassigned to USARV My bet is that both books will be well worth the time!

And another of our favorite authors, Marc Levy, continues to add more stories to his website, medicinthegreentime.com, sent me this: New on the site is the Post War section. Thanks to all who
contributed. Submissions by VN Vets to the Tanks project are open and welcome. I’ve just published the second edition of “How Stevie Nearly Lost the War and Other Postwar Stories.” The
revised book contains four new stories. Marc’s work has been well received by many, including authors, critics, and just plain readers like myself.

So, you may have noticed that this issue is shorter than most. Yes, it is. And it’s because I don’t have your story to tell! Please, send them in. What do you want to share about your life as a 7th Cavalry
Trooper? What bone do you want to pick? What complaint do you have with the column? As you can see, I’m open to hearing anything from you, if it is civil enough to put into print. COVID scared me
away from this year’s reunion so I was unable to get those stories first-hand but I’m already looking forward to the 2022 reunion in Dayton. Hope you are, too!

Garryowen, my friends!

https://www.cibassoc.com

